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On November 30, 2004, your Board instructed the Chief Executive Office (CEO), with the
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MEMORANDUM
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JOHN K. SPILLAN~
Chief Deputy District Att~ey

SHARON 1. MATSUM~
Assistant District Attorn;y'" ~ l ~

JOHN PAUL BERNARDI, Directo
Bureau of Prosecution Support Ope tons

RICHARD BURNS, Head Deputy
Community Prosecution Division

MICHAEL P. NOYES, Deputy-in-Charge
Code Enforcement Section

DISTRICT ATTORNEY CODE ENFORCEMENT EIGHTH BIANNUAL
REPORT

FEBRUARY 3, 2009

Attached please find the Eighth Bianual Report to the Board of Supervisors for the time period
of July 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008. The Biannual Report ("Report") provides a
narative of the general strategies and efforts of this offce for the time period. Also included is
an exhibit with a detailed breakdown of the cases handled by the Deputy District Attorneys for
the time period.

The Report includes information regarding the investigations undertaken by the District Attorney
Code Enforcement Section Investigators, the number of cases and prosecutions handled by the
Deputy District Attorneys, and the disposition of these cases. The Report also references
ongoing efforts by the District Attorney's Offce, County Counsel, and involved County
departments to further integrate the County's code enforcement-program and promote
collaboration among deparments.

When Mr. Cooley has read and initialed our report indicating his approval, please forward a
hard copy of the report including the case statistics to the CEO. The County Counsel is
preparing a separate report. The CEO wil then submit both reports together to the Board of
Supervisors. Please forward our finalized report to:



Dorothea Park

Assistant Division Chief
Unincorporated Area Services
Chief Executive Office
Kenneth Hah Hall of Administration
500 W. Temple Street, Room 726
Los Angeles, CA 90012

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at (213) 580-3269.
Dorothea Park can be reached at (213) 974-4283.

mpn/sd
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY
CODE ENFORCEMENT BIANNUAL REPORT

July 2008 through December 2008

The District Attorney Code Enforcement Section ("Section") remains fully staffed and is meeting
the needs of the code enforcement agencies. The Section's approach to code enforcement focuses
on voluntar compliance as the primary objective. The four Deputy District Attorneys ("DDAs")
in the Section use office conferences whenever possible and criminal prosecutions when
compliance is not forthcoming. The Section provides 16 District Attorney Investigators ("DAIs")
to give support and peace offcer backup to code enforcement inspectors, as well as to provide
training in the effective use of the criminal justice system and encouraging multi-agency
cooperation. The Section strongly supports and staffs twelve Nuisance Abatement Teams
("NA Ts"). The Section continues to follow its approach to use citations in situations that are not
suitable for the offce conference approach.

Staffing

The Section's curent staffng positions consist of 16 DAIs and four DDAs. The DAIs are
aligned in a three-team format covering all five Supervisorial Districts. Each team consists of a
Supervising DAland four Senior DAIs. The three teams are supervised by Lieutenant Gene
Salvino who joined the Section on July 1,2008. The teams are assigned geographically to the
South, East, and North regions ofthe County, and headquarered in the First, Second, and Fifth
Supervisorial Districts.

The South Team is headed by Supervising DAI Kelvin Brown and is located at the Lynwood
Regional Justice Center. The South Team is responsible for the geographic area encompassed by
the Second, Fourth, and the southern portion of the Third Supervisorial Districts.

Supervising DAI Teresa Carver heads the East Team which is temporarily housed at offices
located in EI Monte. The East Team's responsibility includes all of the First Supervisorial
District and the Fifth Supervisorial District east of Altadena.

Supervising DAI Greg Frum heads the North Team housed at the Michael Antonovich Antelope
Valley Courhouse. The North Team is assigned all ofthe Fifth Supervisorial District except the
portion in the San Gabriel Valley east of Altadena. The North Team is also responsible for the
Santa Monica Mountains and the Topanga Canyon portion of the Third Supervisorial District.

The DDAs continue to be divided geographically. Deputy-in-Charge Michael Noyes supervises
the Section and prosecutes the cases generated from the Santa Monica Mountains and Topanga
Canyon areas. DDA Randal Haris prosecutes San Gabriel Valley and East Los Angeles cases.
DDA Tina Hansen is responsible for the South Basin cases. DDA David Campbell covers the
North County including Chatsworth and La Crescenta.

NA T Teams

The number ofNA Ts stood at twelve during the last six months. The DAIs staff all twelve
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NA Ts established within the First, Second, Fourh, and Fifth Supervisorial Districts. These
NATs conduct their operations on a regular schedule. The DAI teams are a key component of
each of these NAT teams. The purpose of the DAI teams is to provide each NAT team with
security and share their investigative skils for the benefit of the code enforcement investigators
that also comprise the NA T teams. Participation in the NA Ts is one valuable way the DAIs
fulfill their primary purpose, which is to support the county code enforcement agencies. Though
there is not a NA T dedicated solely to the Third Supervisorial District, the DAIs accompany the
agency inspectors, as a NAT, on an as-needed basis within the Santa Monica Mountains area.

Citations

Citations have proven to be an effective code enforcement tool. The DAIs, accompanied by the
code enforcement investigators who are at the scene to identify the crime, wil cite violators to
appear in court in situations involving squatters, violators caught in the act of ilegal grading,
violators caught in an act that has an immediate negative impact on the neighboring community
and in cases where businesses are operating without licenses. Also, the citation process wil be
used when the violator's conduct through words and/or actions indicates he/she has absolutely no
intent to cooperate unless compelled to do so.

District Attorney .Investigations

The DAIs have assisted in both criminal and civil cases, and since July 2008 have been involved
in more than 4720 inspections of properties and 275 NAT sweeps in all five Supervisorial
Districts. They also support the departments who work in the First and Second Supervisorial
Districts by providing security to inspectors and to the task forces conducting inspections in high
risk neighborhoods.

During this reporting period, DAI participation in the inspections and sweeps has resulted in the
filing of criminal charges in seven felony cases, most of which are being handled by another DA
unit because of the nature of the crime. The DAIs fied 16 misdemeanor cases and made 10
probable cause arrests and 55 arests as a result of outstanding warrants. Of those arests, 12

were felonies, and 43 were misdemeanors.

Even though there has been an increase in NA Ts from ten to twelve, the Sections three DAI
teams have absorbed the increase without additional staffing. However, there is a push to add
additional NAT sweeps. If this occurs, the Section wil need to add and fund additional
investigators beyond the current staff of sixteen.

DAI Highlights

Children at Risk

When the NA T arrives at a propert our DAIs are the first to approach. They secure the area,
make initial inquiries of all occupants to better assess the situation and attempt to gain consent to
enter. They are trained to take notice, ask questions and be persistent. This important role was
never better served than in a case involving a residence in the La Puente area.
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The exterior of the property contained inoperative vehicles, un-permitted structures, and
junkdebris. The violator had received prior notices from various agencies, but would never
answer her door and made no attempt to improve the property. Everyhing changed when the
location was added to a July 2008 NA T schedule and our DAIs became involved.

Upon initial contact the violator claimed she lived alone in her fithy residence. A sweep of the
interior suggested children did reside there, due to toys and caroons playing on the television,
but no children were present. The residence had no electricity or water and it was unempt and
littered with animal feces. During the inspection, members of the NAT team were unable to
enter the residence without gloves and masks. Some members could not enter at all due to the
stench. The agency inspectors felt no one should live there but had no authority to order the
removal of the adult violator.

As the inspection ended, DAIs Yvette Ahumada and Omar Annabi continued with their
questioning. The violator emphatically denied that there were children living at the location.
DAIs Ahumada and Annabi persisted and eventually determined that three children, ages 11, 15,
and 16, lived at the location. Although the NA T team had concluded its inspection, DAIs
Ahumada and Anabi remained at the location and contacted and waited for the arival of
Children Services and Animal Control. Children Services determined the residence was unsafe
for children and took possession of the children at their schooL. Animal Control removed three
animals due to their being malnourished and needing medical care.

Not long after the children were removed, DAIs Ahumada and Anabi conducted a follow-up
inspection with the Department of Public Works (DPW). The violator initially denied her
children were back living at the location whiCh would have violated the Children Services order.
Through their investigation, however, DAIs Ahumada and Annabi determined two of the

children were back living at the house. Children Services was again contacted.

Several NAT follow up inspections served to verify the children are no longer living at the
location and to monitor the violator's progress in cleaning up the propert. Due to the dedication
of DAIs Ahumada and Annabi, the children now live with their father and no longer live at the
subject property. The property is curently for sale and clean up is ongoing.

Adult at Risk

A year ago the Florence-Firestone NAT was initially denied access to inspect a home whose
windows were covered with wood and trash littered the yard. Through the efforts of DAIs Craig
Utley and Greg Hernandez, the tenant, an older woman, finally consented to allow the NA T to go
on the property and into her house, but she did not provide her full name. She was a hoarder
living with her son who suffered from alcoholism. The dark interior of the home was filled with
items. They had no water, gas or electricity at this site. The inspection was conducted, notices
were left by the agencies and the NA T contacted Adult Protective Services. Over time, the DAIs
were able to determine the tenant's real name and Nat Coordinator Gail Turner-Brown and
Environmental Health Inspector Lucy Kalustova were able to contact and work with the woman's
children. Unfortunately the son passed away. As of November 2008, the yard has been cleaned,
inoperable vehicles and trailers have been removed, the house is vacated and the woman is living
with her children in the Lancaster area.
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Cases Handled by the District Attorney

During this reporting period, the Section received 74 new referrals from County deparments,
reopened one case, and continued to work on 127 cases that carried over. The Section set office
conferences in 61 cases, prosecuted 89 misdemeanor cases, and had ancilary involvement in one
felony case during this reporting period. Additionally, the DDAs were involved in informal talks
with numerous property owners. The Section closed 64 cases following successful resolution of
the matters.

See Exhibit 1 for a summar of the disposition of the cases, by Supervisorial District, handled by
the Section this reporting period.

DA Highlights

Hiding behind the property owner

A construction business moved off a Kagel Canyon residential property after the location was
subject of numerous NAT visits. The problem appeared to be solved, until the rear of the
propert became a worse eyesore as the dumping ground for construction materials, concrete and
other construction debris, and an occupied 5th wheel trailer. The pile of debris kept growing and
the case was referred to the Section for a formal Offce Conference. The "on title" owner of the
propert appeared for the conference and by questioning her, Deputy District Attorney David
Campbell discovered that the primary land use violator was actually the former owner of the land
who also owned the construction business.

The violator with the construction business lived in an upscale community, but had poor credit.
He convinced the "on title" owner, who had good credit; to purchase the house. He led her to
believe that she would not be on the title and that he would make payments on the loan and
assume title on the house in "the near future."

A misdemeanor case was fied by DDA Campbell against the true violator, who came into cour
and proceeded to tell the Judge that he had no knowledge concerning the property and since he
wasn't on title had no responsibility to clean up the property. The case was reset and the violator
bench warranted at the next court appearance.

Subsequently, employees of violator's construction business were seen at the site unloading
additional construction equipment. The NA T team conducted an early morning stakeout at
violator's house and arrested him.

As a result of the subsequent plea negotiations, the violator pled to misdemeanor land use
charges and was placed on probation. As a condition of the plea, he agreed to: (1) Remove
inoperative vehicles from the site, (2) Sign a DPW clean up consent form to allow the county to
clean up the property, and (3) Pay the cost of the DPW cleanup of the propert.

DPW performed the cleanup, received a cashier's check for $2,000 to cover the cost ofthe
cleanup from the violator and the property is now clean.
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Preserving local heritage

Horse stables have been housed on a multiple parcel site for thirt years in Athens Vilage. The
surounding zone and uses are industriaL. These stables have never been legalized by the
Department of Regional Planning (DRP) and all structures have been built without Building &
Safety approvals. The stables themselves are well-known in the area and have been the training
ground for riders who are now successful and well-known African-American rodeo riders.

Enforcement activity started in the beginning of 2007 based on a referral by a staff member of
former Supervisor Yvonne Burke-Braithwaite's office. This enforcement activity involved
multiple NAT appearances with inspectors from DRP, Building & Safety, Fire, Animal Control
and Environmental Programs. The propert was a mess with junk, garbage, inoperable vehicles,
occupied trailers, numerous animals including horses, goats, chickens, dogs, cats and rabbits. No
one had ever been able to speak personally to the property owner/trust executor (the son of the
original owner). The case was then referred to the Section.

Deputy District Attorney Tina Hansen was able to hold a formal Offce Conference and have a
face to face meeting with the property owner after multiple attempts. She gave the owner a very
limited time in which to have the stables completely cleaned up of all items except for horses and
items related to the stabling of horses. The owner (or his representative) was required to fie a
plot plan with DRP to begin the process of legalizing the site. The owner performed both
requirements and a subsequent inspection showed a clean propert which only houses horses and
items related to horses. A plot plan has been submitted and is in the review process. The main
tenant on the property is in charge of the plot plan process, and he has the financial resources to
complete all work required. After thirty years, the horse stables are in the process to become
legalized.

Ongoing Efforts to Integrate Code Enforcement Operations

Section Highlight

The Section was recognized on October 22, 2008 by the Los Angeles County Quality and
Productivity Commission. We received the Commission Certificate of Recognition Award for
our collaboration with other deparments, improved productivity, and positive impact on the
quality of life in the unincorporated areas. Our collaborating departments were: DRP, Animal
Care and Control, Public Health, DPW, and Sheriff.

DA Trainings

On November 13, the Section presented a lecture on behalf of the Los Angeles County District
Attorney's Offce Training Division at their Filing Deputy College. The speaker was DIC
Michael P. Noyes. The topic of the instruction was "Filing Code Enforcement Cases".

Our DAIs are preparing a training program with the Sheriffs Offce to be held at the Sheriffs
Lazer Vilage in the spring of2009. The purpose of this training is to furher improve the safety
precautions used during the NAT inspections. Inspectors from DPW, DRP, Public Health and
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Animal Care and Control who are assigned to aNA T wil attend the training.

Case Collaboration

During the reporting period, the Section and the County Counsel Code Enforcement Unit

(CCCEU) continue to consult with one another on code enforcement issues. The Section and
CCCEU continue to collaborate as shown in two cases highlighted below. The Section has also
referred several cases to CCCEU for civil enforcement.

A1edical A1arijuana

A newly opened medical marijuana cooperative in the Castaic area caused several irate citizens
to attend a Santa Clarita Town Hall meeting and express their concern about the potential of
criminal behavior that can be attracted to a medical marijuana clinic. The Board as well viewed
their concern as a high profie complaint. California narcotics law legalized medical marijuana,
thus limiting the Sheriffs ability to get involved. However, opening a medical marijuana clinic
involves more than just state narcotics law. TheBoard referred the matter to CCCEU.

CCCEU proceeded with its own enforcement procedures and referred the case to the area NAT.
The NA T, following the lead of Senior DAI Richard McIntosh, utilzed a two pronged approach.
First, the federal Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) was notified so that the propert owner

would become aware ofthe federal consequences. The DEA in turn communicated to the
propert owner that he was in violation of Federal law and faced criminal prosecution and
propert seizure if the clinic did not immediately cease operation. Second, the NA T conducted
an inspection of the propert to address zoning law violations. DRP issued a Stop Order as the

owner was required to obtain a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) before they could legally operate a
medical marijuana clinic. As a result of everyone's efforts, the clinic ceased its operation in the
Castaic area.

Community Prosecution

During this period, the Section was contacted by the County Counsel's Offce on the issue of
recent ilegal painting of street numbers on curbs in the unincorporated Whittier area. One
company in particular had caused a flurry of citizen complaints due to incorrect numbering, the
inability of homeowners to prevent the painting and a feeling by some homeowners that excess
pressure was used to collect the "voluntar" payment for the services. Complaints against this
company spread to the Covina area as welL.

The Section worked closely with the Sheriffs Cops team, County Counsel and DPW Highway
Division to put together a case against the owner of the violating company. A two count
misdemeanor criminal complaint was fied by DIC Michael P. Noyes of the Section in the
Whittier Superior Court charging the owner of the company. The owner subsequently pled no
contest to one of the misdemeanor counts and has been placed on thee years summary probation
and fined. The complaints against this company have stopped.

6



Code Violations Cleared on Property of Conservatee

In 2007, the Section conducted a series of offce conferences in a case involving an elderly
propert owner who lived in a small trailer brought onto her property after her home and others
in the vicinity had bured down several years before in a wildfire. The owner had been cited by
DRP for maintaining a trailer on the propert for residential purposes, a use which is not
permitted in that zone. The neighboring community was concerned about maintaining annual
brush clearance in and around her residence. It was determined through the office conferences
that the propert owner was diligently trying to comply but due to her extenuating circumstances
was incapable of complying without assistance. The Section requested CCCEU to parter with
us.

CCCEU brought in mental health representatives. The case was subsequently referred to the Los
Angeles County Public Guardian ("PG") and a conservatorship was established. In 2008, the
PG petitioned to sell the owner's property and made plans to relocate her to a suitable community
of her choosing. Today, thanks to the collaborative efforts of the Section and CCCEU through
the conservatorship process, the propert owner has found a suitable place to live and the trailer
home has been removed from the property thereby abating the code violation.
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

648 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012-2713

RAYMOND G. FORTNER, JR.
County Counsel February 25, 2009

TELEPHONE

(213) 974-1801

FACSIMILE

(213) 626-7446

TDD

(213) 633-0901

TO: WILLIAM T FUJIOKA
Chief Executive Officer

RE: Code Enforcement

FROM: RAYMOND G. FORTN
County Counsel

On November 30, 2004, the Board of Supervisors ("Board")
instructed your office, with the assistance of the District Attorney ("DA") and
County Counsel, to provide bianual reports to the Board on the effectiveness of
the new code enforcement unts within the DA and County CounseL. Seven
bianual reports have already been provided to the Board. The enclosed eighth

bianual report ("Report") provides a narative ofthe general strategies and
efforts of the County Counsel's Office for the time period of July i, 2008 through
December 31,2008.

The Report includes highlights of cases handled by the County
Counsel Code Enforcement Unit ("CCCEU") during this reporting period, the
number of cases and prosecutions handled by the CCCEU, and the disposition of
these cases. The Report also references ongoing efforts by the DA, the CCCEU,
and involved County departments to fuher integrate the County's code
enforcement program and promote collaboration among deparments.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact
me, Assistant County Counsel Richard D. Weiss at (213) 974-1924, or Principal
Deputy County Counsel Sari Steel at (213) 974-1853.

RGF:SJS

Enclosures
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COUNTY COUNSEL
CODE ENFORCEMENT BIANNUAL REPORT

July 2008 through December 2008

The County Counsel Code Enforcement Unit ("CCCEU") advises County deparments
and Board of Supervisors ("Board") offces; offers advice and support to the Residential
Placement Protocol Task Force and its member agencies; drafts ordinances; and handles civil
enforcement actions against code violators. The CCCEU works with property owners and area
residents to assist violators in bringing properties into compliance. If the CCCEU is not able to
resolve violations through voluntary compliance, a lawsuit wil be filed in which a civil
injunction, receivership, and/or civil penalties and fines are sought.

Key factors deparments use in determining when to refer a case to the CCCEU as
opposed to the District Attorney ("DA") are: 1) the age and capacity of the alleged violatoi-ifthe

violator is elderly, mentally, or physically disabled, it may not be appropriate or effective to
criminally prosecute that individual; 2) available property equity to pay clean up costs;
3) hoarding/collecting behavior, a deceased or missing owner, or where elder or dependent adult
abuse is suspected; 4) the presence of ilicit activities on the property such as narcotics sale or
use, prostitution, lewd conduct, and gang activities; and 5) the existence of imminent health and
safety hazards that require immediate action (though temporary restraining orders and .
preliminary injunctions) to compel the responsible party to correct the violations or abate public
nuisances,

Case Highlights

Restoration of City and County Park Property in the Fifh District Following Ilegal Grading By
Property Owner

This case, which dates back to the early 1990s when the property owner began
unpermitted construction and grading on his property and in the creek behind his home, came to
a successful close during this reporting period. The owner's property is located in the City of
San Dimas ("City") and the creek is on Los Angeles County park property. The creek is a
watercourse within the waters of the United States, and grading by the owner within the creek
was a violation of state and federal laws, as well as the City's municipal code. The encroachment
upon the County's park land was a violation of the County Code as the owner created an
embanent that extended from his property line into the County creek. As a result of these
violations, the DA fied a criminal complaint in 2001 alleging trespass by removing soil from
public property, vandalism causing over $400 in damage, and ilegal alteration of a streambed.
The owner plead no contest to a misdemeanor Penal Code violation, was placed on three years
sumary probation, and ordered to bring his property into compliance with all applicable laws
and regulations to the satisfaction of the California Department ofFish and Game ("Fish and
Game"); the Deparment of the Army, Los Angeles District, Corps of Engineers ("Army Corps
of Engineers"); the County Parks and Recreation Department ("Parks and Recreation") and the
Department of Public Works ("DPW"); and the City.

HOA.586443. i



During his probation, the owner encountered problems obtaining the necessary permits to
remove the soil he had placed in the creek bed and was unable to find a company willng to do
the work required by the various governent agencies. Over the next two years numerous
meetings were held and in late 2005, DPW prepared preliminary remediation plans to prove to
the Court and defense counsel that the required remediation could be feasibly completed at a cost
between $250,000 and $500,000. In December 2005, the Cour revoked the owner's probation,
finding that he failed to bring his property into compliance and continued the matter for
sentencing in March 2006 in order to allow the parties time to perhaps reach a compromise, No
further progress was made and on March 8, 2006, the owner was sentenced to 90 days in County
jaiL. It was at this time the matter was referred to the CCCEU for its consideration and handling.

The CCCEU convened a meeting with DPW and Parks and Recreation, the City's
Deparment of Public Works, and the owner and his attorney. The CCCEU inquired whether it
would be feasible to return the property to its pre-grading condition, rather than requiring the
owner to construct a steel reinforced retaining wall at a cost of several hundred thousand dollars
as previously proposed and upon which no consensus was reached. The City and the County
engineers agreed that this could be done and the owner and his engineers agreed to pursue that
plan of restoration. The CCCEU contacted the DA about the proposed plan and the DA's office
agreed to defer to the Cour, before whom the criminal matter was pending, any position on the
plan. The CCCEU appeared in cour on behalf of the County and presented the restoration plan.
The judge, with the owner's consent to the plan and no objection by the DA, reinstated the
owner's probation and stayed the jail time so that the owner could bring the property into
compliance - one of his conditions of probation.

Over the course of two years and many case status appearances in criminal cour, the
CCCEU worked closely with the DA, Parks and Recreation, DPW, the City, the Ary Corps of
Engineers, the Deparent ofFish and Game, the California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, the owner's attorney, as well as his geological and soils engineers, and his grading
contractor and landscaper, to ensure among other things, that there were sufficient fuds held in
trust to complete the project; that the owner obtained all necessary permits and approvals before
any work was done; and that the work was approved by necessary local, state, and federal
agencies. The restoration work was successfully completed in the fall of 2008. On October 16,
2008, the owner appeared in court with his attorney and the Court permanently stayed the
owner's jail time and terminated his probation, finding the restoration project had been
completed.

Closure of Illegal Medical Marijuana Dispensaries

On May 16, 2006, the Board adopted revisions to Titles 7 and 22 of the County Code that
required medical marijuana dispensaries ("MMDs") to obtain a Conditional Use Permit ("CUPII)
and a business license prior to opening their doors for business. During this reporting period,
two operators attempted to open MMDs in Castaic and the unincorporated area of Covina
without a CUP or business license. Immediately upon discovering the ilegal MMDs, the
CCCEU coordinated enforcement by the Deparment of Regional Planing ("DRP") and the
Treasurer and Tax Collector Business License Division who posted Notices of Violation

("NOVs") against the properties and mailed NOVs to both the tenants and owners of 
the

properties, The CCCEU sent certified letters to the property owners advising them of their legal
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liability and the potential consequences for permitting their properties to be used for ilegal
puroses. In the Castaic case, the MMD operator ceased operation and vacated the property. In
the Covina matter, upon the County's initiation of its enforcement case, the property owner hired
counsel and initiated an unlawfl detainer action against its tenant. That matter is pending triaL.

Additionally, to assist the deparments who are primarily responsible for enforcement
pertaining to MMDs, the CCCEU drafted a protocol for code enforcement coordination and
handling of medical marijuana dispensary cases.

CCCEU Coordinates Efforts to Clear Code Violations on Internet Scam Property

This property, located in the East San Gabriel Valley, first came to the attention of
County staff when the property owner was alleged to have committed a scam over the Internet by
defrauding as many as 33 families by offering his home for rent at $1,200 per month and
collecting deposits from each family. The property owner, who was in default on his mortgage
on the property, vacated the property and ultimately fled the jurisdiction. The CCCEU was
contacted by the First Supervisorial District Board Offce and assisted them by coordinating a
team of County code enforcement deparments, law enforcement, social service professionals,
and the Deparent of Consumer Affairs to respond to the familes who were planing to move
into the residence all on the same day. The County team was able to contact the defrauded
families prior to their anticipated move-in to minimize the damages and disruption to them. The
families who attempted to move into the home were assisted in obtaining alternate housing and
referred to law enforcement to fie crime reports.

Following the aborted move-in day, the CCCEU coordinated enforcement efforts, and
DRP and DPW Building and Safety cited the property owner (at his last known address) for an
ilegal garage conversion, an unpermitted patio cover, and unpermitted electrical and plumbing
work. In addition, a property rehabiltation case was opened due to the trash, junk, debris, and
inoperable vehicles on the property; but has since been closed following clean up by the tenant.
The CCCEU subsequently contacted the lender and advised it of the situation and offered
assistance to expedite the foreclosure process. A trustee's sale is pending.

Additional Highlights

CCCEU Recipient of Quality and Productivity Award

The CCCEU was recognized as a collaborator in the Pico Rivera Vandalism Enforcement
Team ("VET") Pilot Project which was one of this year's top 10 Quality and Productivity Award
recipients. The VET was created by the Los Angeles County Sheriff Department ("LASD") Pico
Rivera Station to combat the proliferation .of graffti and the violent crimes that often accompany
vandalism offenses, The VET Pilot Project was implemented in January 2008 to reduce graffiti
and vandalism activity and thus improve the quality of life thoughout the community. VET is a
multifaceted group of law enforcement professionals who handle vandalism enforcement from
the initial investigation and arrest though the adjudication process, The CCCEU has been
working with the VET to determine how civil remedies can interface with, complement, and/or
provide an alternative to the criminal process.
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Civil Graffti Pilot Project

During this reporting period, the CCCEU has continued working with the Chief
Executive Office ("CEO"), LASD, DPW, the Department of Ombudsman ("Ombudsman"), and
the DA to create a pilot project to impose administrative fines and noncompliance fees on adult
graffti vandals; to provide for sumary abatement for graffiti violations with a procedure for the
County to recoup its abatement costs and impose a lien or special assessment for unpaid costs
against a graffiti perpetrator's property; and to provide for the County to recoup its graffti
apprehension and abatement costs associated with graffiti offenses caused by minors through the
Probation Officer in juvenile cour proceedings.

Amendments to Titles 1 and 13 of the County Code were adopted by the Board last
summer to implement the program. During this reporting period, the CCCEU and the CEO
formed several workgroups, comprised of the above named departments, with the addition of the
Deparment of Probation ("Probation"), to hone in on the various issues to implement the
different aspects of the new County Code provisions. The workgroup tasked with the
responsibility of obtaining restitution orders in juvenile court proceedings met with the
Supervising Judge of the Los Padrinos Juvenile Cour. In addition to discussing restitution, the
workgroup discussed current cour practices and ways to improve upon them with respect to
rehabilitating juveniles who commit vandalism offenses and promote more parent accountability.
Additionally, the group discussed training for the Juvenile Court judges to be given by Probation
on the application of the new County Code provisions.

The CCCEU also assisted the workgroup that was formed to implement the
administrative fine portion of the ordinance by developing a comprehensive written protocol for
use by the Ombudsman in caring out its role as program administrator. The CCCEU
developed additional forms, and with the assistance ofLASD, developed the citation document
that wil be used to initiate the enforcement process. Lastly, the CCCEU has been working with
the workgroup created to develop a formula for abatements costs for law enforcement to use at
the time of the suspect's arest.

Catering Truckand Vending Enforcement for Peddling Activities

During the last reporting period, the Board adopted amendments to Title 7 and 1 i of the
County Code to refine existing language and add definitions relating to peddling activities; to
revise provisions affecting the time periods that peddling vehicles may stay in one location; and
to allow prosecution of peddling violations as misdemeanors where warranted.

During this reporting period, the CCCEU, with assistance from LASD, prepared an
Informational Flyer On Catering Trucks and an Informational Flyer On Vending to educate the
public on the new ordinance relating to catering truck and vending activities in the
unincorporated areas of the County, Copies printed in both English and Spanish were distributed
to the community as part of public outreach prior to any enforcement activities being conducted,

As a result of constitutional concerns raised during this reporting period, additional
modifications are being made to Title 7 to fuher clarify time limits. Enforcement activities wil
begin when the ordinance is adopted and becomes effective.
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State Legislation Clarifing Local Authority to Regulate Vendingfrom Vehicles

Assembly Bil 2588, which was developed jointly by the CCCEU and Assembly member
Charles Calderon's office, was signed by the Governor on July 17,2008. The legislation
formally reaffirms the Legislature's intent that local governents may adopt reasonable time,
place, and manner requirements for the public safety regulating any type of vending from
vehicles upon any street, thus reconciling an arguable conflict between the Health and Safety
Code and the California Vehicle Code on this subject. The legislation took effect on
Januar 1,2009.

Public Speaking Engagements/Community Outreach

CCCEU Panelist at International Anticounterfeiting Coalition, Annual Fall Meeting

The membership of the International Anti Counterfeiting Coalition ("IACC") invited the
CCCEU to paricipate on a panel entitled, "U.S. Task Forces Best Practices," at the IACC's
anual fall meeting held in Santa Monica, California in October 2008. In its letter of invitation,
the IACC stated, "The commitment and dedication of the Los Angeles County Counsel to protect
the intellectual property rights of legitimate commerce is unparalleled and is a model that should
be emulated around the world. We feel that a presentation detailng your enforcement model
would be extremely beneficial to membership and would be warly received." A member of the
CCCEU participated as a panelist and the CCCEU has committed to working with the IACC to
coordinate County efforts to curb counterfeiting violations in the unncorporated County.

CCCEU Panelist at Los Angeles County Probation Department's Parent Empowerment
Workshop

A member of the CCCEU paricipated as a panelist at Probation's Parent Empowerment
Workshop on the topic of graffti awareness for juvenile offenders, probationers and their
parents. Other panelists included representatives from the DA's Office, DPW's Graffiti
Abatement Program, and Art Share, a private, non profit agency which offers an after school
program that provides job training and opportunities for rehabiltated juvenile offenders and
probationers. The workshop was held at Probation's offices in East Los Angeles on a week night
to accommodate the schedules of the working parents. The CCCEU provided an overview of
selected portions of the newly adopted graffiti ordinance as it applies to juveniles and their
parents - indicating that there were additional tools available to the County to enforce against the
escalating graffti problem. The CCCEU also emphasized the County's concern about the
problem and the important role parents play in helping to educate their children regarding the
penalties for graffti offenses.

Los Angeles Paparazzi Task Force/Panelist

In an effort to combat aggressive tabloid photographers, Los Angeles City Council
Member Dennis Zine formed a Paparazzi Task Force to consider different legislative options
aimed at reducing the negative experiences that often accompany celebrity paparazzi. Members
of the task force included representatives from the cities of Malibu, Beverly Hils, West
Hollywood, Calabasas, Los Angeles, and the County of Los Angeles. A member of the CCCEU
participated as a Task Force Panelist at one ofthe Town Hall meetings sponsored by the Mayor
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of Malibu and held at the Malibu Performing Ars Center. The CCCEU also contributed to the
Citizen's Guide made available to the public by the City of Los Angeles.

Cases Handled by County Counsel

During this reporting period, the CCCEU received 17 new referrals and continued to
work on 37 cases carried over from the prior reporting period. The CCCEU is handling eight
civil prosecutions involving 22 properties. During this reporting period, the CCCEU held two
office conferences and closed 13 cases when the properties were brought into substantial
compliance.

See Exhibit 1 for a summary of the status and disposition of the cases, by Supervisorial
District, handled by the CCCEU during this reporting period.

Ongoing Efforts to Integrate Code Enforcement Operations

Code Violations Cleared on Property of Conservatee

In 2007, the DA's Code Enforcement Section was handling a case involving an elderly
property owner who lived in a somewhat remote area ofthe North County, whose home had
bured down several years ago as the result of an accidental fire. Due to limited resources, her
family purchased a trailer for her and moved it onto the lot where the home had been situated. .
Because she resided in a fire prone area, there were concerns within the community about
maintaining anual brush clearance around her residence. Due to her repeated failure to do brush
clearance, the County conducted the brush clearance for her. As a result, her property came to
the attention ofDRP and she was cited for maintaining a trailer on the property, a use which is
not permitted in the zone in which her residence was located. Because of extenuating
circumstances, the DA requested the CCCEU attend a series of office conferences to see ifthere
was a way to resolve the matter short of criminal prosecution.

The CCCEU brought in mental health representatives to assist due to the property
owner's age and questionable mental status, and to see whether she was a candidate for probate
conservatorship. The case was subsequently referred to the Los Angeles County Public
Guardian (IIPGII) and a conservatorship was established. In 2008, the PG petitioned to sell the
owner's property and made plans to relocate her to a suitable community of her choosing. While
that was pending, the family came forward and requested the property not be sold. The CCCEU
worked with the family, the PG and their counsel, and the property owner's court appointed
attorney to find a suitable place for her to live. The CCCEU was also instruental in making the
subsequent arangements for the trailer home to be dismantled and removed from the property,
thereby abating the code violation.

Residential Placement Protocol Task Force Support

The CCCEU continues to assist the Residential Placement Protocol (IIRPplI) Task Force
in the coordination of investigations and enforcement activities among the County and the
applicable city, state, and federal agencies that are members of, or associated with, the RPP.
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During the last reporting period, the CCCEU reported a matter wherein a complaint was
made by neighbors regarding ilegal grading and an "unlivable" residence on a property with
several RVs and abandoned vans being used for housing. The CCCEU conducted the initial
investigation and discovered that individuals holding themselves out as a private nonprofit
organization, whose purported goal is to build homes for veterans, may be exploiting several
elder adults. During this reporting period, the CCCEU met with the staff of the Fifth
Supervisorial District, DRP, DPW Building and Safety, Adult Protective Services ("APS"),
Geriatric Evaluation Networks Encompassing Services, Information and Support Programs
("GENESIS "), and the Probate Cour Investigator's Office to follow up on the investigations
being concurrently conducted by the various County deparments. The CCCEU worked with
APS to see to it that one of the victims was referred to the PG for probate conservatorship. The
CCCEU, in conjunction with APS, made arangements for another victim, who was already
placed under conservatorship, to be evaluated by a geriatric psychiatrist. Depending on the
outcomes of these matters, a request for the Financial Crimes Unit ofLASD to fuher
investigate may be necessary.

In the last Code Enforcement Bianual Report, the CCCEU reported a case involving a
registered nurse who was operating an unlicensed facility and was providing inadequate care and
supervision and substandard living accommodations, It was also determined that he was
committing identity theft and fraud on elderly and dependant adults who were residents of
various residential facilities which the nurse was operating in both the unincorporated areas and
the City of Los Angeles. Following a referral by the RPP, the California Attorney General's
offce initiated a criminal case, In August 2008, the defendant plead guilty to five felony counts

and was sentenced to three years, eight months in state prison.

Prosecution/or Illegal Curb Painting

During this reporting period the unincorporated communities of Whittier and Hacienda
Heights had been having problems with unsolicited, unwanted, and unprofessional curb painting
being conducted by companies without the necessar permits. A work group was formed
consisting of the CEO, CCCEU, LASD, and the DPW Construction Division to review the extent
of the problem, the available tools, and the existing enforcement protocols for handling these
violations. Following the meeting, the CCCEU consulted with the DA Code Enforcement
Section to determine what would be required to prosecute these offending companies and the
CCCEU passed on the information to the LASD's Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) Bureau, who was tasked with investigating the pending complaints. As a result of a
coordinated enforcement effort, there was sufficient evidence for the owner of one of the
involved companies and an employee to be arrested and referred to the DA for prosecution.

While that matter was pending, the owner of the company was subsequently rearrested
for ilegal curb painting in another community and that matter was referred to the DA as well.
The owner subsequently plead no contest to one of two misdemeanor counts and was fined and
placed on three years summary probation. Insufficient evidence was obtained to proceed against
any other alleged individual or company at that time, but the alleged activity continues to be
monitored.
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